
EELF 
CONFERENCE
 
 
Environmental  Law for  Transit ions  to  Sustainabil i ty  
Circular  economy,  c l imate change,  water  resource  management
and sustainable  biodiversity

AUGUST 28 - 30, 2019 
UTRECHT

2019 -  7TH ANNUAL EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW FORUM





7TH ANNUAL EUROPEAN
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW FORUM

EELF CONFERENCE
2019 

With support of:

Pels Rijcken 
We are Pels Rijcken, attorneys and 
civil-law notaries. Together we share
the mindset to perform at the
highest level every day. We know
that context matters. And that an
indepentant legal perspective
makes the difference.

UTRECHT CENTRE FOR WATER, OCEANS AND SUSTAINABILITY LAW

Climate Kiosk Houthoff 
One of the biggest challenges facing businesses
today is dealing with new or changing climate
legislation. This is significant for all sorts of
businesses. Whether you have questions about
liability issues, funding, competition cases or new
business models, dealing with the impact of new
national and international environmental laws
requires extensive knowledge and expertise. To
inform you about this topic, various publications
are available on the Houthoff website. 
 



PROGRAM 
W E D N E S D A Y  |  A U G U S T ,  2 8  2 0 1 9  

Registration 
Simple lunch available 
 

Opening addresses
Prof. dr. H.R.B.M. Kummeling (Rector Magnificus Utrecht University) 
Prof. dr. A.M. Hol, Head of the Department of Law 
 
Plenary sessions 
For details refer to next pages
 

Discussion

11.30 - 12.30 PM 
 
 

12.30 - 12.45 PM
 
 
 

12.45  - 14.00 PM
 
 

14.00 - 14.30 PM 
 

JANSKERK

JANSKERKHOF 2-3

Coffee break  
 

Parallel sessions  I 
 

 

14.30 - 15.00 PM 
 

15.00 - 17.00 PM
 
 

entrance hall and coffee corner

 

see detailed program 

 

 



JANSKERK

Welcome drink 
 
Diner 

18.30 - 19.00 PM 
 

19.00 - 22.-00 PM 
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13.35 -14.00 PM 
Hugo von Meijenfeldt, Dutch SDG-Coordinator, The Hague
 Achieving 17 goals thanks to legal instruments
 
DESCRIPTION: On 25 September 2015 the government leaders of all countries have agreed upon 17
Sustainable Development Goals to be achieved in 2030. They can only be successful in partnership
(business, finance, civil society, science, and youth) and using a mix of instruments (legal, financial,
technical, and communication). In this complexity it is crucial that the government is ready to use its
regulatory powers in a smart way.

PLENARY SESSIONS WEDNESDAY   
 
12.45 - 13.10 PM
Robin Kundis Craig, James I. Farr. Presidential Endowed Professor of Law, Salt Lake
City
How Do We Think About Transitioning to Sustainability in the Middle of a Transformation?
Implications for Environmental and Natural Resources Law in the Anthropocene
 
DESCRIPTION: How do we think about transitioning to "sustainability" in the Anthropocene? The
impacts of a still growing human population, increased consumption, pervasive pollution, climate
change, and ocean acidification are cumulatively and synergistically pushing the planet toward
transformation, as the Planetary Boundaries Project and various footprint studies have suggested.
The IPCC noted in its 2014 reports that climate change alone puts sustainability goals at risk of being
unachievable, although nutrient pollution and biodiversity loss may be the more immediate threats.
This talk argues that we should more decisively prioritize international goals in the next decade,
seeking first to significantly increase the resilience of the ecological components of social-ecological
systems.

13.10 - 13.35 PM 
Frank Biermann, Professor of Global Sustainability Governance, Copernicus Institute of
Sustainable Development, Utrecht University
 The “Anthropocene” as a Challenge for Law
 
DESCRIPTION: The Anthropocene denotes a fundamental change of the relationship of humans and
their environment, described by some as “the end of nature” or the “end of environmentalism”. But
what does this proposed end of environmentalism imply for the traditional field of environmental
law? Frank Biermann sketches several key implications that the notion of the Anthropocene brings
for the legal sciences, including new challenges for democratic decision-making, the impact of long-
termism, novel questions of equity, and the need to better reflect on the normative underpinnings of
political decision-making, both within and beyond the legal sphere.
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JANSKERKHOF 2-3

Parallel session II 
 
Coffee break 
 
Parallel session III 
 
Lunch break 
 
Parallel session IV 
 
Coffee break 
 
Parallel session V

see detailed program

 

entrance hall and coffee corner

 

see detailed program 

 

entrance hall and coffee corner 

 

see detailed program 

 

entrance hall and coffee corner

 

see detailed program 

9.00 - 10.45 AM
 

10.45 - 11.15 AM 
 

11.15 - 13.00 PM
 

13.00 - 14.00 PM
 

14.00 - 15.45 PM
 

15.45 - 16.15 PM
 

16.15 - 18.00 PM 
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JANSKERKHOF 2-3

PROGRAM 
F R I D A Y  |  A U G U S T ,  3 0  2 0 1 9  

Parallel session VI 
 
Coffee break 
 
Plenary sessions 
 
Discussion 
 
Closure 
 
Light Lunch
 
Excursion Zegveld
 
Arrival at Knowledge Transfer Centre
Presentations
Guided tours of the surroundings of 
Zegveld

 
 
 
 

9.00 - 10.45 AM 
 

10.45 - 11.15 AM 
 

11.15 - 12.15 PM 
 

14.00 - 15.45 PM 
 

12.45 - 13.00 PM
 

13.00 -13.30 PM
 

13.30 PM 
 

14.20 PM 
14.30 PM 
15.15 PM 

 
16.00 PM

ca. 17.00 PM

see detailed program

 

entrance hall and coffee corner

 

room 0.13 

 

room 0.13

 

room 0.13 

 

entrance hall and coffee corner 

 

bus leaves at Janskerkhof 

 

 

 

 

 

bus leaves to Utrecht

bus arrives at Utrecht city centre



PLENARY SESSIONS FRIDAY 
 
11.15 - 11.40 AM
Wolfgang Köck and Moritz Reese, Department for Environmental & Planning Law,
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research / UFZ Leipzig 
The Role of Legal Transition Targets - to Promiseland by Rule of Law? 
 
DESCRIPTION: The speakers will highlight the fundamental importance of long-term, goal-oriented
governance, its different legal manifestations and central implementation problems. They take a
closer look at two examples, namely the energy transition (“Energiewende”) and the Water
Framework Directive, and will finally draw some conclusions about the potential and limits of this
steering approach and on the role of the judiciary as enforcer of regulated long term targets.

11.40 AM - 12.05 PM 
Eleanor Sharpston, Advocate General, European Court of Justice, Fellow Kings College
University of Cambridge 
Facilitating access to courts to improve the enforcement of sustainability - Some illustrations from
the CJEU
 
DESCRIPTION: However well-drafted legislative provisions to improve sustainability may be, their
impact will be limited unless there are also appropriate enforcement mechanisms. Whilst
government agencies and public bodies tasked with overseeing environmental protection
indubitably have an important role to play, the case law of the CJEU shows that non-governmental
actors’ vigilance can lead to crucial developments in the enforcement of environmental laws –
provided that they can get through the door of the court
 
 

Photographer: Bert Spiertz



EXCURSION ZEGVELD 

During the excursion, we will drive through the classic Dutch polder landscape by bus and visit
the Knowledge Transfer Centre (KTC) at Zegveld. The area in which the KTC is located
consists of peat soil that subsides about two to four centimetres every year. The KTC develops
and shares innovative solutions for the area. 
Colleagues from the regional water authority De Stichtse Rijnlanden and from Utrecht
University will tell us about the role and responsibility of water authorities in Dutch water
management, especially in relation to soil subsidence, and about the strategies to deal with
(the consequences of) soil subsidence. 
We then will have a guided tour ‘across the fields’ where we can discover the effects of soil
subsidene and look at innovative methods to avert subsidence or adapt to it. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE
Especially in case the weather has been poor, it is advisable to wear sturdy
shoes.



Janskerkhof 
2-3

Central
Station 

Janskerk

MAP UTRECHT - CITY CENTRE

NH Hotel 



INFORMATION 

EELF 2019 website: 
www.uu.nl/en/utrecht-centre-for-water-oceans-and-sustainability-
law/eelf-2019-conference
EELF website: 
www.eelf.info

WEBSITES

ADDRESSES
Janskerkhof 2-3. Janskerkhof 3, 3512 BK Utrecht, The Netherlands.
Tel: +31 30 253 7040 (front desk)
 
Janskerk. Janskerkhof 6, 3512 BN Utrecht, The Netherlands. 
Tel: +31 30 232 1616 (front desk) - only on Wednesday
 
 
 
 

LOCKERS
In the  basement of Janskerkhof is a limited amount of lockers
available.  
 

WIFI
Eduroam or UU-visitor (no log-in required).

CLOAKROOM
The unattended cloakroam is available at your own risk. The
cloakroom is situated in the basement of Janskerkhof. 

LUNCH
As part of the sustainability policy of the Utrecht University EEFL
committee all lunches served during the conference will be
vegetarian. 



 
Public transport 'Chip Card'
To use buses, trains or trams, you could buy a single ticket in
a bus or at the self service ticket machine at the train station. 
 
Another possibility is to buy a Public Transport 'Chip Card'.
This card is available at kiosks, supermarkets and also in
advance by using this link:
https://www.public-transport-holland.com/product/public-
transport-chip-card/ 
 
Notice that you have to charge the card before using it. 
You can do that online with the link provided, or at all ticket
machines in the Netherlands.
 
Bus
Bus lines: 2, 7, 8, 18, 27, 28, 50, 51, 52, 55, 77, 251, 412, 428,
441, 447, 452, 474, 495
Nearest bus stop: Janskerkhof 
 
Train
Get off at Utrecht Central Station. From there, take bus
number 28 (platform A4) towards P+R Utrecht Science Park
via Rijnsweerd, bus line 2 (platform A2) towards
Museumkwartier or bus line 8 (platform D2) towards
Wilhelminapark via Diakonessenhuis. Get off at the
Janskerkhof bus stop.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT



PARTICIPANTS 

Akerboom, Sanne
Alexandraki, Chrysa
Al-Rashidi, Medwis
Anker, Helle te 
Backes, Chris 
Ballardini, Rosa
Baran, Mariusz
Binskij, Antti
Biermann, Frank
Billiet, Carole
Bleby, Alice
Bleeker, Tim
Boeve, Marlon
Born, Charles Hubert
Braaksma, Lolke
Brans, Edward
Bridger, Molly
Bruijne, Emiel Adriaan de
Buttigieg, Raphael
Canelas de Castro, Paulo
Casertano, Letizia
Castelo Branco Araujo, Fernanda
Chapron, Guillaume
Chen, Xiheng
Cindrak, Rina
Cliquet, An
Di Francesco Maesa, Costanza 
Craig, Robin Kundis
Dalhammar, Carl
Darak, Peter
Demir, Merve
Dobson, Natalie
Doorn-Hoekveld, Willemijn van 
Douma, Wiebe
Dramane, Boire
Driel, Melanie van
Ekardt, Felix
Esser, Robert
Fassbender, Kurt
Fatimah, Isna
Fermeglia, Matteo

NAME INSTITUTION
Utrecht University 
University of Luxembourg
Kuwait Law School
University of Copenhagen
Utrecht University 
University of Lapland
Jagiellonian University
University of Eastern Finland
Utrecht University 
Ghent University
University of New South Wales
Utrecht University 
Utrecht University 
Université catholique de Louvain
University of Groningen
Pels Rijcken & Droogleever Fortuijn
Bournemouth University
Ramboll Environment & Health GmbH
University of Malta
University of Macau
University of Insubria
Universidade de Brasília
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
- 
Bournemouth University
Ghent University
University of Torino
University of Utah
Lund University
Curia of Hungary
Bournemouth University
Utrecht University
Utrecht University 
EEL Consultancy
Haut Conseil National du Mali
Utrecht University
University of Rostock
University of Passau
Leipzig University
Tilburg University
Hasselt University



PARTICIPANTS 

Fleming, Ruven
Fogleman, Valerie
Fotopoulou, Sofia
Giacomelli, Stefano
Gilissen, Herman Kasper
Ginige, Tilak
Glinski, Carola
Graaf, Karsten de
Greser, Jaroslaw
Groote, Kirsting
Guggisberg, Solene
Harris, Morgan
Hasan, Sabrina
Henn, Elisabeth
Hidalgo, Marcelo
Holligan, Bonnie
Horii, Haruko
Iliopoulos, Theodoros
Inayah, Rohmatun
Jacometti, Valentina
Janssen, Willem
Kaisto, Janne Mikael
Kalogerakis, Georgios
Kamigawara, Kenji
Karageorgou, Vasiliki
Keessen, Andrea
Kegge, Rogier
Kermani, Sjors
Kichigin, Nikolay
Kirk, Elizabeth
Koeck, Wolfgang
Kogelenberg, Martijn van
Kokko, Kai
Kraft, Christoph
Kymenvaara, S.M.
Lam, Valerie van 't
Langlet, David
Laskowski, S.R.
Lavrysen, Luc
 

NAME INSTITUTION
University of Groningen
Cardiff University
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens
Università della Svizzera italiana
Utrecht University
Bournemouth University
University of Copenhagen
University of Groningen
Adam Mickiewicz University
Municipality of Utrecht
Utrecht University
Università di Roma LUMSA
Xiamen University
Helmholtz Centrer for Environmental Research
Aquaculture Stewardship Council
University of Sussex
Aquaculture Stewardship Council
Hasselt University
The Ministry of Environment and Forestry Republic Indonesia
University of Insubria
Utrecht University
University of Lapland
University of Athens
The University of Shiga Prefecture
Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences
ACM
Leiden University 
Municipality of The Hague
Institute of Legislation and Comparative Law Government of Russian Federartion
Nottingham Trent University 
Helmholtz Centrer for Environmental Research - UFZ
Utrecht University 
University of Helsinki
OOWV Brake
University of Eastern Finland
Stibbe
Gothenburg University
University of Kassel
Ghent University



PARTICIPANTS 

Lehtonen, Alina
Lema, Lema
Li, H.J.
Luhde-Thompson, Naomi
Mackie, Colin
Madner, Verena
Malcolm, Rosalind
Markus, Till
Mauerhofer, Volker
Mazzanti, Eduoardo
McIntyre, Owen
Meijenfeldt, Hugo von
Misonne, Delphine
Monciardini, David
Morseletto, Piero
Mouhamadou Bamba Ka
Muhammad Ibnu Khaldun Sitompul
Müller, Mathias
Nicol-Gent, Philip
Nogueira López, Alba
Nyka, Maciej
O'Connor, Ellen
Odife, Chukwuemeka
Oliveira, Heloísa
Omid Khani
Orji, Stanley K.
Österberg, Saara
Ozcan, Oleksandra
Paloniitty, Tyna
Pappila, Minna
Peeters, Marjan
Peuntes Cociña, Beltrán
Pihalehto, Mari Anniina
Pouikli, Kleoniki
Pozzo, Barbara
Rakoczy, B.R.
Reese, Moritz
Reins, Leonie

NAME INSTITUTION
University of Lapland
Hawassa University
Soochow University
University of Birmingham
University of Leeds
Vienna University of Economics and Business
University of Surrey
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research - UFZ
Mid Sweden University
Università di Macerata
University College Cork
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Netherlands
Université Saint-Louis Bruxelles
University of Exeter
VU Amsterdam
Association des Scientifiques Environnementalistes
University of Canterbury
Maastricht University
GFSC
University of Santiago de Compostela
Gdansk University
University College Cork
Anambra State Government
University of Lisbon
Yekta Soudagaran Arian Co.
Women's Organization for Gender Issue & the Environment
University of Eastern Finland
University of Portsmouth
University of Helsinki
University of Turku
Maastricht University
University of Santiago de Compostela
University of Helsinki
ERA Academy of European Law
Università degli Studi dell'Insubria
UMK w Toruniu
Helmholtz Centrer for Environmental Research - UFZ
Tilburg University



PARTICIPANTS 

Reynebeau, Maja
Reynolds, Jesse
Rieu-Clarke, A.S.
Rijswick, Marleen van
Robakowska, Martyna
Römph, Thomas de
Romppanen, Seita
Roy, Stéphanie
Safari, A. 
Schiereck, Marleen
Schumacher, Linda
Schwind, Manuel Patrick
Sharpston, Eleanor
Similä, Jukka
Sirakaya, Aysegul
Smits, Maud
Sobieraj, Kamila
Soininen, Niko
Solnes, Rigmor
Solntsev, Alexander
Sørensen, Sine Rosvig
Spijkers, Otto
Squintani, Lorenzo
Starke, Jan
Stoczkiewicz, Marcin
Stubenrauch, Jessica
Suvantola, Leila
Tolsma, Hannah
Turunen, Topi
Ustun, Kamile
van der Werf, Karianne
Vandenheede, Pieter
Vanhellemont, Anna
Vanheusden, Bernard
Varvastian, Sam
Veuchelen, Ludo
Vittorelli, Laura Von
Vos, Anne
Wang, Raymond Yu
Weishaar, Stefan E.
White, Kirsi

NAME
Ghent University
University of California, Los Angeles
Northumbria University
UtrechtUniversity
Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań, Poland
Rijkswaterstaat
University of Eastern Finland
Université Laval
Leiden University
Open Universiteit
University of Bremen
Gassner, Groth, Siederer & Coll.
Court of Justice of the European Union
University of Lapland
Ghent University
HAN University of Applied Sciences
The John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin
University of Helsinki
Law Students Without Borders Worldwide and Norway
RUDN University
Aarhus University
Utrecht University
University of Groningen
Leuphana University Lüneburg
ClientEarth
University of Rostock
University of Eastern Finland
University of Groningen
University of Eastern Finland
Ankara Haci Bayram Veli University
Utrecht University
Stibbe
Hasselt University
Hasselt University
Cardiff University
University of Rotterdam
BUND - Friends of the Earth Germany
Stibbe
Sun Yat-sen University
University of Groningen
University of Turku

INSTITUTION
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Wong, Ryan
Wuijts, Susanne
Xia, Yu
Xu, Tong
Xu, Yixin
Younis, Hifzah
Ypma, Stefanie
Zhang, Meng
Zhang, Xiaoyang
Zhao, Yankun
Zheng,Chenjun

NAME INSTITUTION
Australian National University
RIVM
Ningbo University
Utrecht University
Southwest University of Political Science and Law
University of Surrey
Delft University of Technology
Ghent University
Tsinghua University
University of New South Wales
Utrecht University
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