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Introduction
The Role of law in Solving  
of ModeRn enviRonMenTal PRobleMS

1. Consumption of natural resources that has been spread over 
thousands of years should not be in contradiction with their protection 
and conservation of the entire natural environment. The best way to 
ensure the protection of nature is to organize, by the means of law, the 
rational use of land, soil, mineral resources, forests, other vegetation, 
surface and underground waters, objects of the animal world, protection 
of atmospheric air and near-Earth space.

2. The main environmental problem is the high cost of environ-
mental measures, the contradictions between the economics and the 
environment due to the orientation of business activities to obtain 
maximum income, high profits. The construction of sewage treatment 
plants, the installation of dust and gas catchers, their operation and 
other environmental protection devices place a burden on economic 
activities, where the right is designed to balance the interests of indi-
viduals, legal entities, society as a whole, and care for current and 
future generations.

3. Constant and regular attention to the recognition, observance and 
protection of environmental and other rights of a person and citizen 
must be accompanied by the fulfillment of all this duties to preserve 
nature and the environment, and to treat natural wealth, as provided 
for in Article 58 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation. Ecolog-
ical requirements, legal mechanisms for their provision are listed in the 
Land, Forest, Water, Urban Development Codes of the Russian Fed-
eration, laws on subsurface resources, animal world, protection of at-
mospheric air, specially protected natural territories, on environmental 
expertise, protection of the Lake Baikal.

4. According to public opinion, the accumulation of a large 
amount of municipal waste, the conditions, methods, and safety of 
collection, use, neutralization, transportation, storage and disposal 
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of which are regulated by federal, regional, municipal, local legal acts, 
become a concrete and aggravating environmental problem. The 
dumping of production and consumption wastes, including radioac-
tive, into water bodies, catchment areas, subsoil and onto the soil, 
placement and burial of hazardous wastes in forest park, resort, rec-
reational areas, and watershed that are sources of water supply are 
prohibited.
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Сhapter 1
geneRal deScRiPTion of The Role  
of law and STaTe in Solving  
ModeRn enviRonMenTal PRobleMS1

§ 1. The general characTerisTics, Terms  
and condiTions of The russian  

naTional legal sysTem

The Historical Background
Before going to understand and to expertize the essence of the Rus-

sian national legal system (hereinafter — the RNLS), it is worth to get 
to know some episodes from its historical background.

The age of the RNLS is not very magnificent and impressive as, for 
example, the ages of the Egyptian or the Chinese ones, which are five 
thousand, or even more, years old. It is only and approximately one 
thousand and two hundred years old. There is no any scientist in Rus-
sia, who has a sharp information of that kind, because both the histor-
ical and the legal research in this sphere have not been successful since 
its beginning in the eighteenth century, when the Russian Academy of 
Sciences and the first Moscow Empire State University were estab-
lished. Moreover, due to the severe climatic conditions it has always 
been very difficult (and it is so even nowadays) to keep on and to look 
after the traces of the ancient Slavic (Slavonic) tribes existence and the 
evidences of their activities either on the previous territory of the Rus-
sian State or on its modern territory.

1 Instituttet har en nøglerolle i Rusland. Det er landets aeldste, stadig eksisterende ju-
ridiske forskningsinstitution, men har ogsa til opgave at radgive den russiske regering 
i lovgivningsanliggender, herunder i forbindelse med lovforberedelse. Se http://www.
izak.ru/en/ (This lecture was also delivered by the author to the students, post-grad-
uate students, bachelors and masters of the King's Aarhus University in Denmark in 
September, 2017. That is why the text above here is written in Danish). 
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