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It is our great pleasure, as Presidents of
the World Organization of Local and Regio-
nal Authorities, to present the First World
Report on Decentralization and Local Demo-
cracy.

We hope that this report, which is the first of
its kind, will help deepen and strengthen
knowledge about the role of local govern-
ments in the contemporary world, and will
enrich national and international discus-
sions on the relationship between decentra-
lization and development.

The present report clearly shows that the
world is undergoing a quiet democratic re-

volution. Therefore, even if important as-
pects of this process have yet to be accom-
plished, especially in countries in conflict
(in the Middle East, Asia and Africa) local
democracy is gaining momentum all over
the world: from the African savanna villa-
ges, the highlands of Latin America, the
barangay in the Philippines to the towns
of Eurasia.

In a world where more than half of huma-
nity now lives in cities, local authorities are
also the key to the solution of major con-
temporary challenges of all kinds: democra-
tic, as it is in the local sphere that the sense
of citizenship is reinforced and identities are

1stUCLGWorldReport onDecentralization

andLocalDemocracy in theWorld
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Smangaliso Mkhatshwa
President of UCLG Africa
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Co-President of CGLU

Paco Moncayo
Mayor of Quito
Ecuador
Co-President of CGLU

Betrand Delanoë
Major of Paris
France
Co-President of CGLU
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constructed to deal with globalization; envi-
ronmental, since the preservation of our
planet and the fight against global warming
depends to a great extent on finding sustain-
able solutions  to transform current models
of production and consumption, particularly
in the urban areas; economic, given that
large amounts of wealth and opportunities,
as well as extreme inequities are generated
within the cities and in their surroundings;
and, social, as it is at the local level that the
foundtions need to be laid for creating social
inclusion, managing cultural diversity and
ensuring human security.

This publication coincides with the adoption
by Member States of the UN Habitat Gover-
ning Council of the international Guidelines
on Decentralization and Strengthening of
Local Authorities: the first international cor-
nerstone reference to “outline the main
principles underlying democratic, constitu-

tional, legal and administrative aspects of
local governance and decentralization”1

Both the guidelines and this report are the
fruition of longstanding efforts by local go-
vernments and their partners which we
hope will complement each other in promo-
ting the ownership and implementation of
the Guidelines by states and local authori-
ties all over the world. The report constitu-
tes the first stage of the World Observatory
of Decentralization and Local Democracy
project launched by United Cities and Local
Governments and supported by the UN Ha-
bitat Governing Council. 

We are convinced that this publication –the
first of regular triennial reports– will enable
United Cities and Local Governments to
become “a major world source of informa-
tion and intelligence on local government”
as anticipated by its members.

1. UN Habitat, 21st

Governing Council,

Decisions and

Resolutions, Nairobi,

16-20 April 2007:

Resolution 21/3.



11

Publishers

• Director : Elisabeth Gateau, Secretary General, UCLG

• Overall Coordination: Edgardo Bilsky, Director for Programmes and Research, UCLG

• Adviser: Emilia Saiz, Director for Statutory and Institutional Relations, UCLG

• Support team from UCLG: Hélène Abet, Dominique Arrestat, Mohamed Boussraoui,
Orla de Díez, Sara Hoefflich, Grégoire Husson, Thomas Meekel, Olivia Paton, Marie
Laure Roa, Virginia Molina

UCLG Steering Committee :

• Jean Pierre Elong Mbassi, Secretary General, UCLG Africa

• Christopher Hoene, National League of Cities, USA

• Béchir Odeimi, Director of UCLG Liban and Jordan, Lebanon

• Josep Roig, Secretary General, Metropolis

• Rashik Sagitov, Secretary General, UCLG Eurasia

• Jeremy Smith, Secretary General, Council of European Municipalities and Regions
(CEMR)

• Guillermo Tapia, Secretary General of FLACMA, Latin America

• Peter Woods, Secretary General, UCLG Asia Pacific

• Selahatim Yildirim, Secretary General, UCLG Middle East & Western Asia

Scientific direction:

• Gérard Marcou, Professor at the University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, Director of
GRALE, France

Editorial committee:
• Mustapha Adib, Professor at the Lebanese University and at the French-Lebanese Uni-

versity Center of Technology, Director of the Centre for Strategic Studies in Middle
East (CESMO), Lebanon

• Alex B. Brillantes, Professor and Dean of the University of the Philippines, Eastern
Regional Organization for Public Administration (EROPA), Philippines

• Adrian Campbell, Senior Lecturer at the University of Birmingham, School of Public
Policy, United Kingdom

• Vincent Hoffmann-Martinot, Research Director of the CNRS, Director of SPIRIT
(CNRS), Institute of Political Studies of Bordeaux, France 

• Talia Iaroulovna Khabrieva, Professor, Director of the Institute of Legislation and Com-
parative Law of the Government of the Russian Federation

• Biram Owens Ndiaye, Director, Municipal Development Partnership, Benin

• Jefferey Sellers, Professor at the University of Southern California, USA

• Salvador Valencia Carmona, Professor at the Nacional Autonomous University of Mexi-
co (UNAM), Director of the Centre of Legal Research, Mexico

EDITORIAL PROJECT



AACKNOWLEDGEMENTS12 United Cities and Local Governments



13

Main authors by chapters:

Africa:

• Mustapha Ben Letaief, Professor at the
University of Tunis 1, Faculty of Law,
Director of the Public Law Department,
Tunis 

• Charles Nach Mback, Expert, Municipal
Development Partnership, Benin

• Jean-Pierre Elong Mbassi, Secretary
General, UCLGA, South Africa  

• Biram Owens Ndiaye, Director, Municipal
Development Partnership, Benin

Asia Pacific:

• Andrew Nickson, Lecturer, School of
Public Policy, University of Birming-
ham, United Kingdom

and
• Alex B. Brillantes, Professor and Dean

of the University of the Philippines, Eas-
tern Regional Organization for Public
Administration (EROPA), Philippines

• Wilhelmina L. Cabo, EROPA, Professor
at the University of the Philippines 

• Alice Celestino, EROPA, University of
the Philippines

• Nick Devas, Lecturer, School of Public
Policy, director of the International
Development Department, University
of Birmingham, United Kingdom

Eurasia:

• L.V.Andrichenko, PhD, Institute of
Legislation and Comparative Law of the
Government of the Russian Federation

• Talia Ia. Khabrieva, Professor, Director
of the Institute of Legislation and Com-
parative Law of the Government of the
Russian Federation, Team leader

• V.I.Lafitsky, Professor at the Institute of
Legislation and Comparative Law of the
Government of the Russian Federation

• A.V. Pavlushkin, PhD, Institute of Legis-
lation and Comparative Law of the
Government of the Russian Federation

• A.E.Postnikov, Professor at the Institute
of Legislation and Comparative Law of
the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion

• N.V.Putilo, PhD, Institute of Legislation
and Comparative Law of the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation

• Y.A.Tikhomirov, Professor and Vice-
Director of the Institute of Legislation
and Comparative Law of the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation

• V.A.Vasiliev, Professor at the Institute of
Legislation and Comparative Law of the
Government of the Russian Federation

Europe :

• Gérard Marcou, Professor at the Univer-
sity Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, Direc-
tor of GRALE, France

• Hellmut Wollmann, Professor emeritus
at the Humboldt-Universitaet Berlin,
Germany 

Latin America :

• Mario Rosales, Director of Studies, Asso-
ciation of Municipalities of Chile

• Salvador Valencia Carmona, Professor at
the Nacional Autonomous University of
Mexico (UNAM), Director of the Centre of
Legal Research, Mexico

Middle East & West Asia:

• Mustapha Adib, Professor at the Leba-
nese University and at the French-Le-
banese University Center of Technology,
Director of the Centre for Strategic
Studies in Middle East (CESMO), Le-
banon

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
2

2. Alphabetic list. When

a person has to be

quoted several

times, titles and

functions are

mentioned only with

the first quotation.



ACCKNOWLEDGMENTSUnited Cities and Local Governments14

North America

• Jefferey Sellers, Professor at the Uni-
versity of Southern California, USA

Metropolitan governance:

• Vincent Hoffmann-Martinot, Research
Director of the CNRS, Director of SPIRIT
(CNRS), Institute of Political Studies of
Bordeaux, France 

• Jefferey Sellers

Conclusions

• Tim Campbell, PhD, Urban Age Institu-
te, USA

Postface

• Gérard Marcou

Other contributors3:

Africa :

Chabane Benakezouh (Algeria), Mustapha.
Ben Letaief (Tunisia), Hassan Ouazzani
Chahdi (Morocco), Jose Chivava (Mozambi-
que), Lilian Dodzo (Zimbabwe), Elogne
Kadja (Côte d’Ivoire), Georges Kasumba
(Uganda), Sylvana Rudith King (Ghana),
Djenabou Kone (Guinea), Nadjombe Gbe-
ou Kpayile (Togo), Aliou Maguiraga (Mali),
Albert Malama (Zambia), Jossy Materu
(Kenya & Tanzania), Charles Nach Mback
(Rwanda), Issa Moko (Benin), Mahamadou
Ndriandy (Madagascar), Nneka Udumma
Nkpa (Nigeria), Jean Charles Simobang
(Gabon), Enone Théodore (Cameroon),
Ibrahima Thioye (Senegal), Khaled Zaki
(Egypt)
Bureau d’études & d’ingénierie Conseil
CERDDEA (Niger), Cabinet Rammble Con-
sultancy – Leola Rammble (South Africa)

Asia Pacific:

Andy Asquith (New Zeland), Chris Aulich
(Australia), Bambang P.S. Brodjonegoro

(Indonesia), Alice Celestino (Philippines),
Chandra-nuj Mahakanjana (Thailand),
Musharraf R. Cyan (Pakistan), Gao Xiao
Ping (China), Mathew John (India), Ngu-
yen Ngoc Hien (Vietnam), Park In-soo
(Republic of Korea), Qiao Jingjing (Chi-
na), Yasuhiro Sagawa (Japan), Arkaja
Singh (India), Fauziah Swasono (Indone-
sia), Mike Tumanot (Philippines), Roger
Wettenhall (Australia), Ahmad Jailani
Muhamed Yunus (Malaysia)

Eurasia:

L.V. Andrichenko (Russia), Alexander V.
Batanov (Ukraine), N.A. Ignatyuk (Russia),
Leïla T. Januzakova (Kazakhstan), Artur G.
Kazinian (Armenia), A.V. Pavlushkin (Rus-
sia), A.E. Postnikov (Russia),N.V. Putilo
(Russia), Vage V. Rafaelian (Armenia),
Nizami Safarov (Azerbaijan), Akmal Kh.
Saidov (Kirghizstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenis-
tan, Uzbekistan), Kiamran Shafiev (Azer-
baijan), Edgar E. Shatirian (Armenia), V.A.
Sivitsky (Russia), Paata Tzinovadze (Geor-
gia), Grigorij A. Vasilevitch (Belarus), V.A.
Vasiliev (Russia)

Europe:

Yves Cabannes (United Kingdom), Adrian
Campbell (United Kingdom), Carlo Iannello
(Italy), Gerardo Ruiz-Rico Ruiz (Spain),
Mayte Salvador Crespo (Spain)

Latin America:

Luciana Albuquerque Lima (Brazil), Pino
Alonso (Cuba), Paola Arjona (Colombia),
Michel Azcueta (Peru), Felix Barrios (Gua-
temala), Juan Carlos Benalcazar Guerrón
(Ecuador), Antonio Cararello (Uruguay),
Salvador Valencia Carmona (Mexico), Fer-
nando Carrión (Ecuador), Jesús María
Casals Hernández (Venezuela), Rokael
Cardona Recinos (Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Pana-
ma), Daniel Cravacuore (Argentina),
Ramón de la Cruz Ochoa (Cuba), Ruben
Hernández Valle (Costa Rica), Carlos
Eduardo Higa Matsumoto (Brazil), Eduardo

3. The majority of the

contributors

mentioned below

compiled the

country profiles of

Local Governments.

This profiles could

be consulted in:

http://www.cities-

localgovernments.or

g/gold/



15

Klinger (Dominican Republic), Antonio
Moreira Maués (Brazil), Dalia Moreno
López (Mexico), Andrew Nickson (Bolivia &
Paraguay), Martha Prieto Valdés (Cuba),
Mario Rosales (Chile), Alejandro Socorro
(Cuba), Néstor Vega (Ecuador), Alicia
Veneziano (Uruguay), José Luis Villegas
Moreno (Venezuela)

Metropolis:

Philip Amis (United Kingdom)

Middle East & West Asia:

Mustapha Adib (Lebanon), Najem Al Ah-
mad (Syria), Mohammad Djalali (Iran), Ye-
seren Elicin (Turkey), Mohammad Hachemi
(Iran), Adnan M. Hayajneh (Jordan), Aude
Signoles (Palestine)

North America:

Jean-Pierre Collin (Canada), Jefferey Se-
llers (United States)

Special acknowledgments for
financial and advisory support:

Generalitat de Catalunya

Diputación de Barcelona

Conseil régional des Pays de la Loire

DEXIA Groupe


	01_preface 1.pdf
	goldreportfull2.pdf
	11_postface 39.pdf

